Suggestions for Pastoral Formation of Seminarians

In the pastoral formation program at the North American College, it is not possible to expose seminarians to many aspects of parish life.  At the beginning of the summer, discuss with your pastor or vocation director how you might gain knowledge of the following areas of priestly ministry.  A similar sheet is included in the information for your pastor.  
· Learn about the Evangelization programs in the parish and diocese.

· Involvement in RCIA, Religious Education classes, Youth Groups, Adult Education.

· Accompanying the priest during the Anointing of the Sick for homebound and those in hospital.

· Taking Communion to the homebound/those in Nursing Homes.
· Parish Administration Meetings

· Finance Council 

· Parish Pastoral Council 

· Worship Committee 

· Board of Education 
· Stewardship Committee
· Finances

· Diocesan norms 

· Parish policy for counting collections

· Financial reports submitted to the diocese

· Sacramental Administration and Preparation

· Review the diocesan norms and parish procedures

· How to record sacraments, deaths, annulments, etc.
· Sending notifications to the parish of baptism (confirmation, marriage, etc.) 
· Baptismal preparation meeting
· Marriage preparation 
· Diocesan guidelines

· Parish guidelines

· Meeting of couple with the priest
· Sponsor couple meeting

· Liturgy director

· FOCCUS review

· Bring a supply of forms (PNI, Dispensations, Permissions, etc.) to NAC to familiarize yourself with them

· Bereavement Ministry


· Funeral Planning

· Preside at Prayers for:

· Gathering in the Presence of the Body

· Vigil (Wake service)

· Transfer of body to church

· Annulments 

· Spend time at the Tribunal Office in order to learn about the annulment procedure in your diocese. 
· The priest’s role in preparing an annulment. Attending a meeting between the priest and a person seeking an annulment. (requires permission)
· Fraternity with diocesan seminarians, deacons and priests.  Because of attending seminary in Rome, this is especially important.

· Pastoral Handbook and Policies 
· Review Diocesan handbook  and Diocesan policies

· Policies for Sacraments, Tribunal, Parish Administration, etc.

· Sexual Misconduct Policy and Code of Conduct
· Review diocesan Faculties for Priests
· Ministry to Hispanics and other immigrant groups

· Visit a pastor/parish known to have an active ministry in this area

· Visit Diocesan Offices and Catholic Social Services to learn about their services
· Visit/Interview those who provide Counseling Services in Diocese/Parish

· Acquire a diocesan directory (if possible) to determine diocesan and inter-diocesan resources, offices, etc.
