~ Italian Language Programs ~
Academia Lingua Italiana – ASSISI
Phillip Cozzi, Chris DiTomo, Justin Ferguson, Marc Lenneman, Ron Nelson, Michael Voithofer, Bryan Babick, Michael Cassabon, Jaime Rivera-Cortijo, Luis Mercado-Rosario (2003), Ryan Bredemeyer (2004)
Academia Lingua Italiana Assisi.  

Via S. Paolo, 36 – 06081 – Assisi.  

Phone: +39.075.815281

http://www.aliassisi.it
info@aliassisi.it
Assisi is a beautiful city; it is a medieval town set on a mountain.  It is geared toward tourism, but the “spirit” of St. Francis is still there.  The school can set up some housing arrangement for you.  Or you may choose to arrange for your own housing.  Casa Papa Giovanni (a retreat center) is an affordable place to stay and provides three meals a day.  It is near the school, and it is a few minutes from the center of Assisi.
There is a train station in Assisi which gives access to other parts in the Umbria region.  The weekends are free for traveling to other places.  
The Italian School at “il Chiostro”
LAGO MAGGIORE
John Barno, Harold Reeves, John Delaney, John Schoemel, Joe Shetler, Jim Richardson (2003)

Peter Fournier, Peter Purpura, Dan Beebe, Sean McCaffery, Aaron Killips (2004)
Nicholas Dudo, Mark Glover, Theodore Lange, David Stecher (2005)
Address: IL CHIOSTRO, Via Fratelli Cervi 14, 28921 Verbania, Italy

Telephone:  0323-40-40-77
Email:  theitalianschool@libero.it.
www.theitschool.it
Contact Person: Ms. Laura Sau

The program at Il Chiostro is centered on individual instruction tailored to the seminarian’s needs.  The student is free to choose whether he prefers to receive two, three, or four hours of one on one instruction each day.  Approximately half of each session is devoted to grammar and half to developing and honing conversational skills.  The quality of the lessons is excellent.  The instructors are extremely pleasant and teach effectively with patience and kindness.  They go out of their way to accommodate specific student requests, both academic (e.g., one student wished to read and discuss a particular book with his instructor) and cultural (e.g., they organized a dinner in Verbania, a trip to the islands on the lake, and excursions to religious sites around Verbania.  Accommodations are very good.  There were many retirees and pilgrims among those staying at the hotel, almost all of whom were eager to engage the seminarians in conversation.   We highly recommend this program to those looking to develop their Italian conversation skills and vocabulary.

A Door To Italy – GENOVA

Joshua Guillory (2004), James McCarthy (2005)
A Door to Italy

Via Paolo Emilio Bensa 2/4A 

16124  Genova 

tel. 0039 010 2465870 

fax 0039 010 2542240

www.adoortoitaly.com
info@adoortoitaly.com
Housing contact:  
Padre Mauro De Gioia




Via Lomellini, 12




16124 Genova




Tel.  010 246 5426




Email:  mauro.deg@libero.it
Genova is a great city, nestled between the mountains and the sea and having a long history as one of Italy’s maritime republics. The ancestral home of Christopher Columbus, it houses Europe’s biggest aquarium right in the old Porto Antico, the ancient port, a beautiful spot right in the hub of things. One can even hear the Genovese dialect spoken among the city’s older inhabitants. Known as the city of the palazzi, Genova was the 2004 European Capital of Culture, and the city took this seriously, undertaking various restorations and building projects during the last several years…and to great effect. Museums abound, beaches are nearby and the mountains as well…and La Spezia and the Cinque Terre are just down the road…Torino and Milano are not too far off either.

Studying Italian in Genova was a great experience. This school, A Door to Italy, was a very welcoming and good school. The teachers are all young Italians, Genovese or Piedmontese, who are enthusiastic, energetic…and most importantly, competent. I was greatly pleased with the level of instruction and the teachers’ ability to cover material while making sure their students made progress. The school organizes various outings of all kinds (social, musical, artistic, historical, architectural, etc.) both inside and out of Genova and arranges housing of all sorts and types for its students. There are, of course, various options for Italian language instruction, ranging from the highly intensive to the barely busy. I highly recommend this school.

One could possibly stay with Don Mario Novara, who is the pastor of Nostra Signora di Belvedere parish, just a short bus ride away from the historic center of Genova where the school is located. Don Mario told me that he would be willing to take another American seminarian next summer, whether the man wanted to study Italian or whether he wanted a more pastoral experience in an Italian parish. Don Mario is a kind and loquacious man, very animated, faithful, and very much motivated by a great pastoral love for the priesthood, his ministry, and his people.
Comitato Linguistico – PERUGIA

Jeff Kirby (2003), Craig Timmerman, Matthew Nicks (2004)
Perugia, Italy

Via XIV Settembre, 57 I-06122 Perugia

39 075 5721471

info@comitatolinguistico.com
The Comitato Linguistico (Language Committee) is a unique program because of its placement of students in Italian families, for its small class sizes or private tutorials and because of the city of Perugia, which does not have the crowds of other historic Italian cities.  Perugia offers a beautiful view of the Umbrian hills and a people marked by their openness and love for conversation.  Comitato provides tours throughout Umbria, offers wine tasting and provides fellowship and recreation among the students and the people of the city.  Comitato is a program to attend for serious studies of the Italian language and its culture.

Leonardo da Vinci – FIRENZE
Michael McClane (2003)
Contact:
Sandra Tartaglie

via Bufalini 3, 50122 Firenze - Italia

    
Tel. +39-055-261181

Fax +39-055-294820
 
   
Email: florence@scuolaleonardo.com
    
www.scuolaleonardo.com
The language school offers sessions of 2, 4, or 6 weeks, depending on your choice.  There is housing available.  I stayed with a family (one older woman and another gentleman renting a room) and had my meals provided for.  While Florence is very hot in the summer, there are so many cultural sites, particularly art museums, to see.  Florence is also in close proximity to Siena, Pisa, Fiesole, and some other towns worth seeing.  Florence is a rather bustling city, but, once again, it is perfect for the art lover and also offers a rich display of Catholic history.

Dante Alighieri – Siena
Qui-thac Nguyen, Jeffrey Lorig

Director:  Emma Thaly 

Dante Alighieri




Piazza la lizza, 10

53100 Siena

tel. 0577.495533






Rachele Casino (lodging) (05) 77393252

webpage: http://www.dantealighieri.com

Leonardo da Vinci – SIENA

Michael Romano, John O’Brien (2004)
Cost:

40 euro/hour + 15% discount for NAC students (individual lessons) Contact:
Patricia Ramspeck
Scuala Leonardo da Vinci

via del Paradiso, 16

53100 Siena

Tel. +39-057-724-9097


Fax +39-055-294820

 
   
www.scuolaleonardo.com
Lorenzo di Medici – FIRENZE
Joseph Campbell, John Delaney (2003)
 Lorenzo di Medici

Via Faenza, 43

50123 Firenze - Italia
+39.055.287360

www.lorenzodemedici.it/
 


Located in the heart of Florence, Lorenzo di Medici is an excellent school to attend. The classes are broken down into two sections: Grammar and Conversation, with different teachers for each section. There are usually a small number of students in the class, so it is easy to learn within the classroom. The pedagogy is such that the student learns the grammatical rules and has to put them into use during the conversation section. Since there are students from around the world and not all of them speak English, Italian is the common language used to get to know other students. Overall, this is a very good school because the teaching style really helps the student to learn the Italian language. 

Sant’Anna in Camprena – PIENZA
Josh Brommer (2003)
Courses in Italian Language and Culture

53026 Pienza Italy

Tel. 39 578 748303

Fax. 39578 748037

Situated in the beautiful Tuscan country side, the former monastery of Sant’Anna in Camprena, is being born anew as a center of Italian language and cultural studies. The actual monastery has over 30 rooms available with on-site accommodations providing three hearty and delicious meals a day. Across the way, a former Etruscan stable has been converted into a language school which provides classroom and private tutorial opportunities in language and culture. I found myself surrounded by beautiful vistas and plenty of fresh air. In many ways, the environment provided a retreat-like atmosphere allowing one to embrace the beauty of God’s creation from sunrise to sunset. While taking private lessons in Italian each day, the familial atmosphere made me feel right at home. The flexibility of the program allowed for me to visit a nearby home for abandoned children where I tested out my skills in foosball and soccer. Sant’Anna is near Pienza, a premier Renaissance city of Italy built by its own native son, Pope Pius II. This beautiful little city has a museum and quaint little shops that avail themselves for the occasional excursion. The rolling Tuscan hillside provided ample opportunities for a healthy mix of Italian language and culture among some wonderful people.

Scuola Palazzo Malvisi – BAGNO Di ROMAGNA
Jason Cargo, Tim Hall (2003), Dan Waldeck (2004)
Piazza Ricasoli, 11

47021 Bagno di Romagna (FO)

Tel. 347-730-7460

Contact:  Cesare Portaloni (capo della scuola)
Cost:  1,460 euro for 4 weeks

e-mail: b.romagna@scuolapalazzomalvisi.com
www.scuolapalazzomalvisi.com
Bagno di Romagna is a small town at the heights of the Apennine mountains halfway between Florence and Ravenna. It lies adjacent to a National Park and is known in Italy for their medicinal hot bathes. The town really is a quite small (One can walk around it in 15 minutes.) with a main piazza anchored by a medieval basilica and convent. This small setting allows for a perfect location for an immersion experience. The local people are very friendly and in time one can come to know them well. Likewise, the Italian tourists who visit the bathes generally are very relaxed and ready to engage in conversation.

Each night the town of Bagno di Romagna would provide some sort of entertainment based on a weekly cycle. On Sunday nights, there were classical concerts; Monday nights, an upbeat concert in the piazza; Wednesday nights: a market; Thursday and Friday nights, Italian movies or performances.  Bagno di Romagna has one main Catholic Church, and it offers both morning and evening daily Mass.

There is the opportunity to stay with host families, stay in an apartment, or even hotels. I would recommend the host families. We stayed in host families. Tim stayed with the family of Maria Marsconi.  Jason stayed with the family of Yolanda Baldassini.  If interested in staying with either of these families, please speak with Tim or Jason personally.

The school has approximately 20-40 students with class sizes of 3-6. The teachers use a variety of methods, assign homework, and adopt their methods according to the dynamics of each person/class. Both group and individual instruction is available.  Every week the school provides cultural excursions to nearby towns or restaurants. 

The student body is primarily from a Germanic/Swiss background but during the summer there were students also from France, England, Israel, Japan, Belgium, Austria, Poland, Italy, and Lichtenstein. Most nights we would gather in the main piazza, have a drink, and talk in Italian. It was an incredible opportunity to evangelize and share about our Catholic Faith. The topics of politics and faith provided for a nightly discussion. 

Scuola Palazzo Malvisi – RAVENNA
Chris Winkeljohn (2003), Richard Schamber (2004), Steven Titus (2005)
Address:
Via Salara, 31  -  48100 Ravenna, Italy  -  Tel.: 0544/36261

Email: ravenna@scuolapalazzomalvisi.com
www.scuolapalazzomalvisi.com
The Scuola Palazzo Malvisi is situated in the city of Ravenna, Italy, near the Adriatic coast.  Once the capital of the Byzantine Empire, the city is now famous for its ancient Byzantine mosaics.  The most famous church, San Vitale, is only a two minute walk from the language school.  The city center is closed off to cars and so residents and tourists make their way through town either by bicycle or on foot.  The main town square, the Piazza del Popolo, with its Venetian architecture is the perfect place to grab a cappuccino or a Big Mac and watch the world go by.

The school itself has an average of 70 students who are divided up into classes of 8.  All of the instructors are native Italian speakers while the majority of the student body is German speaking (particularly Swiss).  This offers English speakers the opportunity to dive right into the Italian, as well as meet people from other countries, without having the temptation to speak English.  The school is also an excellent place to spread the Gospel from the fact that classes are discussion based.  People are interested in what compels a young man to leave father, mother, brother, sister, wife and children for the sake of the Kingdom – and people are willing to listen.

Social activities include a school get-together every other Thursday night.  This can be anything from a beach party to a skit show, and it is always fun.  The beach is only a few miles away, and the busses go there regularly.  Summer brings nightly concerts throughout the city and in the neighboring city Marina di Ravenna.  There are also movies shown in the outdoor theater and bi-monthly outings around the region.  Of course, the Churches of San Vitale, Sant’Appolinare in Classe, the mausoleum of Galla Placidia and the tomb of Dante are the highlights of the city and cannot be missed.

~ French Language Programs ~

Intensive French Language Studies

Jason Vidrine (2003)
Justin Kizewski, John Peck (2005)

Langue Onze Sud-Ouest

Tél: +33 (0)5-61-62-54-58
4 boulevard d’Arcole


Fax: +33 (0)5-61-62-85-60

31000 TOULOUSE FRANCE
E-mail: sudouest@langue-onze.asso.fr
Website:  http://www.langue-onze.asso.fr/sudouest/index.html
Contact Person: Gérard Nadjar-Storck, director

Lodging:  Dominican Fathers in Toulouse.  P. Loic-Marie LeBot, OP

This is a French language school for foreigners, located in southwest France.  The French group classes are held in small groups of 5 to 10 students maximum, which allows the teachers to adapt each course to the students' needs and encourages every student to speak French. Intensive group classes are normally held Monday to Friday from 9h15 to 13h (3 hours 30 minutes per day), with a coffee break of 15 minutes. A mini-bar with snacks and cold drinks is at the students' disposal during the break. A variety of formulas are offered: 

a)  Intensive French course- From two weeks on up, in groups of 5 to 10

b)  Individual course – one on one with a professor

c)  Combined courses- intensive group course in the morning, and individual 

      course in the afternoon

d)  Extensive courses- 12 weeks or more 

e)  French lessons for business

One is also able to interchange the courses, as he sees fit. I participated in an intensive group course for three weeks, followed by an individual course for two weeks, 2 ½ hours per day. Cultural and social evenings out in Toulouse or surrounding areas are organized by the school once per week. These activities are usually free and include: 

a) Exploring the town: visits to art and photography exhibits, theatres, dance and television studios, local non-profits 

b) Exploring the southwest region of France:  exploring cultural delights in the many beautiful regional villages

c) Sing-along nights:  learning to sing French songs accompanied by guitar and friends

d) Video nights:  French film viewing and discussion
~ German Language Programs ~

GOETHE – INSTITUT INTER NATIONES
Avelino Gonzalez (2003)
Goethe-Institut Inter Nationes

SonnenstraBe 25 D

80331  Munchen
Germany

Tel. (0049) 89-55-19030
HORIZONTE
Zachary Weber (2003)
Rote Hahnengasse 12, D


93047 Regensburg
Germany

Tel. (0049) 941-57207
ALPHA Sprachinstitut Austria

Joe Rogers (2004), Franz Klein (2005)
LANGUAGE PROGRAM NAME

ALPHA Sprachinstitut Austria

ADDRESS




Schwarzenbergplatz 16/Canovagasse 5







A-1010 Wien, Austria

WEBSITE




www.alpha.at



PHONE




0043 1 50 36969

CLASS SIZE




12 students in regular course

5 students in intensive course

ESTIMATED COST



1150 euros for six weeks (classes only)

HOUSING ACCOMODATIONS

Oblates of the Virgin Mary







Bossigasse 68







A-1130 Wien, Austria

CONTACT PERSON



Fr. Pierre Paul, OMV

paul.p@omv.org
Fr. John Paul Klein, OMV







Jpkomv@aol.com
COMMENTS by Joe Rogers

A great way to study and learn German in a pastoral and cultural environment! 

The Oblates of the Virgin Mary run a small suburban parish in west Vienna staffed by two priests.  The seminarian has his own room with a Eucharistic prayer chapel next door and is invited to serve at the daily liturgies.  The seminarian must manage his own schedule and is responsible for his own meals.  The parish is located near the Metro making for easy and affordable access to the Alpha Sprachinstitut, which is located downtown in the historic district.  

The Alpha program is accredited by the Goethe Institute and uses Goethe Institute methods and materials.  Courses are well-structured and generally proceed at a logical, balanced pace.   Classes vary in size depending on the capability of the student and the price of the course.  Beginning students can supplement their studies with an advanced course in the early afternoon which is helpful for improving grammar and speaking skills.  

Finally, Vienna is located in the heart of Europe, making it ideal for weekend excursions to other cities, including Budapest, Krakow, Prague, and Salzburg.  

This is an excellent experience for a seminarian looking to learn German while living in a local parish in one of Europe’s most beautiful cities – rich in history, culture, and holy sites.  
~ Latin and Greek Summer School ~
8 Week Intensive Course For Beginners

Brandon Farrar (2003)
Ms. Vicky Janssens

Department of Ancient Classics

University College Cork, Ireland

Tel: +352-24-490 3618/2359

Fax: +353-21-490 3277

v.janssens@ucc.ie
http://www.ucc.ie/acad/classics/

The Latin Summer School at the University College Cork is fantastic.  The classes are very, very intense.  They are designed for graduate students, with the presumption that the students have been exposed to other languages.  Many of the students who attended the program had degrees in Ancient Classics or were quite familiar with one or two foreign languages.   The students come from many parts of the world, although the majority are from the U.S. or Ireland.  There were about 20 students in my class, and I was the only one associated with a diocese or a religious order.  

The classes are taught in the mornings, Monday thru Friday, with Saturdays reserved for weekly exams.  The program is broken down into three periods.  The first four weeks are devoted to grammar and translations.  Upon completion of this section, the student is granted 15 ECTS credits, which is equivalent to one year’s worth of credit in the United States.  The next two weeks continue the focus on grammar and translations, with the translations being much less adapted.  The last two weeks are devoted to reading and translating un-adapted Medieval or Classical texts.  These final two sections are each worth 5 ECTS credits.

I found great accommodations at St. Mary’s Dominican Priory in Cork (Fr. Stephen Hutchinson, Prior tel: 353-21-450-2267).  The Priory provides meals, daily Mass, and a great atmosphere for prayer and study.  
.

~ Portuguese Language Programs ~

University of Lisbon Language Program

Jay Mello (2004)
Alameda da universidade
1600-214 Lisbon, Portugal
Tel. 351-217-816-150

Website:  dep.lingcultport@mail.fl.ul.pt
Contact Person:  Ana Brazuna
Class Size:  12-16

Cost of Program:  450 euro (4 weeks)

Contact for housing:  Fr. Rui Pedro
~ Spanish Language Programs ~

Carpe Diem Language School - Madrid

John Schoemehl (2003)
Fuencarral, 13 

28004 Madrid, Espana

Tel. 34 91 522 31 22

Contact Person: Beatriz Gonzalez Garcia

info@carpediemmadrid.com
www.carpemadrid.com
Small classes of 3 or 4 persons provided a good learning environment. With three hours of class every morning, this program was intensive enough to increase my understanding of Spanish while also allowing time to enjoy Spain’s culture. Madrid is the political and cultural capital of Spain, affording opportunities to learn more about Spain’s rich history as well as visit some of the finest art museums in Europe.  

Cursos Internacionales Universidad de Salamanca
Kerry Patrick Archibald (2003)
Place: Patio de Escuelas Menores, s/n

           37008 Salamanca
            Espana

             Telephone: (34)923-2944-18

             Fax: (34)923-2945-04

             E-mail: internat@cursos.usal.es
             Web page: http://www.usal.es/cursosinternacionales
The University of Salamanca's summer Spanish program is very well organized.  On the first day of class students take a placement test so that they can be put into the appropriate class.  In the four week program nearly all of the fundamental basics of the Spanish language are completed.  

The city of Salamanca provides for many opportunities to learn the Spanish culture as a whole and that of which is unique to the Castel Leon region wherein Salamanca is located.  Furthermore, since Salamanca is a popular summer tourist attraction for people throughout Europe and America, there are adequate means of transportation to and from the city by way of car rentals, buses, or trains.  On the weekends, students can travel almost anywhere in Spain, Portugal, or France.  For instance, Barcelona is a twelve hour train ride from Salamanca while Avila is only an hour or so away.  

Travel and Lodging:  After flying into Madrid, take the metro to the train station Chamartin, and then a two hour train ride up Salamanca.  Of you could take a bus from Madrid up to Salamanca.  You can choose to stay in a dormitory or have the college arrange for you to live with a family for a total immersion experience.  

Don Quijote Language School – MADRID 

Robert Keighron (2003)
don Quijote Language School

Virgen de los peligros 9, 1st floor

28013 Madrid, Spain

Tel. 34 923 27 72 00

www.donquijote.org
This was a very good, professional language program.  Emphasis was on speaking the language from the first day.  Since there were students from all countries Spanish immediately became the common language providing all students with the necessary environment to promote using Spanish in conversation.  Classes lasted four hours in the morning allowing time to explore Madrid in the afternoon.  Grammar was covered during the first part of the morning allowing more than half of the time for conversation.  Classes were small (no more than 6 students) and the teachers were glad to provide extra help after class if necessary.  I found that my level of comprehension went up significantly in just four weeks because of this program.  Madrid was an enjoyable city and its location allowed for easy travel through the rest of Spain on weekends.

