Policies for Apostolates

General Expectations:
Seminarians are to offer a minimum of two and a maximum of three hours of service each week.  If he chooses to offer more hours of service, then he should make that decision while keeping in mind the time which he needs to devote to consecrated study, prayer, exercise, recreation, etc.  

A seminarian is not permitted to miss his apostolic work commitment except for very serious reasons.  If he feels he needs to miss, or has missed his apostolate, he must inform his advisor as soon as possible, as well as the Director of Pastoral Formation.”

Working with your supervisors:
 The capi are expected to maintain a professional rapport with the supervisors of the apostolates.  The capi are to communicate regularly and respectfully with the supervisors.  In particular, the pastor is to be respected as the shepherd of the parish entrusted to him.  Seminarians and deacons should be willing to implement the vision of the pastor and parish leaders, and they are expected to work in cooperation with all members of the parish.  With this in mind, it is a high priority to develop a flexibility of spirit to adjust for unexpected circumstances and to relate to people from across a number of different cultures and theological and ecclesial outlooks.

Masses at the Apostolates:

Third Year Seminarians who attend a daily Mass at their apostolate do not need to attend Mass at the College that day.  They are expected to contact their formation advisor in advance.  They would pray Morning Prayer with the community, and then excuse themselves from the chapel once prayers are ended.

 

Regarding apostolate Masses which coincide with the College’s Sunday Mass, as a general rule seminarians and deacons are allowed to be absent once every three weeks as has been the practice at the NAC for years.  At times, there may be a need for an exception to this rule.  The capi of the apostolates should keep this in mind when doing schedules for their groups. 

The capo of the Naples military base must give the Vice Rector of Student Life a chart of who will be away overnight on various weekends.  He should indicate contact info, such as a cell phone.  That chart will then serve as the travel form for the year.  There is no need to file a travel form each weekend unless those who are going to be away have traded spots.

Sunday evening conferences:
Everyone is expected to attend the Sunday evening conferences.  However, if apostolic work will conflict with the conferences (either on a regular basis or for special events such as retreats, etc.), then the members of that apostolate are to speak with the Director of Pastoral Formation at least three days in advance.  For a legitimate reason, men will be allowed to miss the Pastoral Formation Conferences, and they would be expected to review a videotape or to read a written text of the conference.  Men are not able to be excused from the Rector’s Conferences.  
Travel Weekends. 

Seminarians and deacons are expected to attend their apostolates during the weeks with Travel Weekends.  When possible rotate weekends to share the responsibility, or adjust the schedule of the apostolate to a different day if you will be absent on a weekend.  

Advent and Lenten Days of Recollection:

Everyone is required to be at the College during these days.  The day begins with evening prayer on Saturday and ends with evening prayer on Sunday. 
