~ Visiting the Sick and Elderly ~
Seminarians from the North American College visit three hospitals and one house for people with AIDS.  This is a ministry of compassion and presence.  In addition to the weekly visits of patients, the seminarians are required to attend a monthly seminar on clinical pastoral formation in order to learn the basic skills for pastoral visits and so that they might reflect on their ministry.  The hospitals which the seminarians visit are described below.
Bambino Gesu’ is a children’s hospital with two chaplains, a native Italian and a native of the United States.  Since all of the patients are Italian it is necessary for the seminarian to have at least a moderate capacity in Italian.

Salvator Mundi is an international hospital with patients who speak English and Italian.  Salvatorian Sisters work at the hospital.  They know English and each week they indicate to the seminarians which patients need to be visited.  While use of Italian is helpful, it is not imperative for the visits.

San Carlo Hospital has a full time chaplain from the religious congregation Figli dell’Immacolata Concezione which is dedicated to caring for the sick.  Since all of the patients are Italian it is necessary for the seminarian to have at least a moderate capacity in Italian.

Casa Padre Monti is a house for ten men who have AIDS.  The seminarians work under the direction of trained staff members who include a religious brother, a medical doctor, psychologist, and other trained personnel.  The primary focus is on establishing friendship with men who find themselves isolated from society.  
Little Sisters of the Poor is a residence for the elderly with limited income.  The Sisters have rooms for up to 60 people. Some residents need full-time care while others remain active, often spending the day out in the city.  Volunteers usually spend their first hour visiting residents, helping nurses move or lift patients in and out of beds or wheel chairs, or praying rosaries with various residents.  The second hour is usually spent serving pranzo to the residents and then joining them once the majority of the food has been served.  

All residents speak Italian, though a few of the Sisters speak English.  The community is very welcoming and the Sisters always enjoy having the seminarians visit.  Currently, we arrive after our third hour of class around 11:30, visit residents for an hour, and then serve pranzo from 12:30-1:30.  The Sisters request that we come before pranzo begins as many of the residents sleep during the afternoon.  The apostolate is a good opportunity to work with a great Catholic charity organization of energetic Sisters, practice one's Italian skills, and do an apostolic work over the lunch-hour.  

~ Serving the Poor ~

Missionaries of Charity: Casa Dono di Maria
The Casa Dono di Maria, run by the missionaries of Charity, helps seminarians to come to know Jesus in the poor and needy.  It is a place for men with difficult situations to come and have a place to eat. The food is prepared by the volunteers, then the seminarians and other volunteers distribute the food and serve the men their meal. We serve food for around 60 men and 40 women, more or less.  Most of the time the sisters ask for some seminarians to read the gospel in Italian and to give a small (3-5 minutes) reflection also in Italian, this depends of the sister in charge in a given day and of the proficiency in Italian of the seminarian. 
After the dinner, there is a period for cleaning up where some of the men who have just eaten are invited to help and work alongside the volunteers in the cleaning up. Since there are opportunities to talk with the men as they are eating dinner and as they are cleaning up, the seminarian can learn about the lives of others and learn how to see Jesus in the people he serves. 
Missionaries of Charity:  San Gregorio Soup Kitchen

The Sisters of the Missionaries of Charity run a soup kitchen and men’s shelter at the east end of the Circus Maximus.  Seminarians volunteer at San Gregorio to help prepare meals, wash and sort clothing, mop floors, organize medicines and food, and any other type of service that helps the men and sisters.  The ministry here is much like that at the Casa Dono di Maria.

 

San Egidio Soup Kitchen – Trastevere, Rome

The San Egidio community is a lay community dedicated to the promotion of peace and justice through practical works of charity aimed at helping communities and individuals gain the means to live decent lives.  In these charitable works the members of San Egidio seek to be witnesses of Christ in the world.  

The community runs a number of soup kitchens throughout Italy.  Here in Rome the soup kitchen in Trastevere serves both Italian destitute people, as well as immigrants from diverse parts of the world (whether Eastern European, Middle Eastern, African, Asian or South Americans).  Seminarians from North American College assist the community members along with other volunteers at this soup kitchen by serving meals and waiting on tables for two to three hours per week. 

Every evening at 8:30 PM the San Egidio community prays evening prayer at the Basilica of Santa Maria in Trastevere.  The prayer is open to all people.  On occasion the seminarians join the community for this prayer after they have served at the soup kitchen on Thursday evenings.

Also the San Egidio community offers to both its members and volunteers lectures given by experts throughout the year on different practical ways of assisting the poor and immigrants with their problems and difficulties. 

St. Vincent De Paul Society
The members of St. Vincent De Paul serve the street people of Rome.  They offer friendship and compassion to them with simple gestures of kindness according to the gospel parable in chapter 25 of Matthew.  They collect clothes which are delivered to organizations who distribute the clothing.  And on Friday evenings the seminarians work together with members of Rome’s SVDP Society as they travel to different areas of the city and serve food to the homeless.
~ Teaching and Evangelization ~
Legion of Mary
The work is evangelically focused and takes the form of encountering individuals at St. Peter's Square, engaging in conversations about the faith, and handing out religious items (rosaries, medals, pamphlets, etc.).  Individuals go out in groups of two to do the work and spend about 2 hours in the square.  In addition to this, all members are required to attend a weekly meeting of the Legion of Mary which lasts one hour.  Finally, the Legion of Mary periodically engages in other apostolic works which are in addition to their regular work (e.g. preparing for and leading the consecration to Mary on December 8).

St. Francis International School
Once a week the seminarians teach three religion classes in English to first grade, second grade and the First Communion class which is grades three and four. 

St. Peter’s Pilgrimages & 
Bishops’ Office for U.S. Visitors to the Vatican
The seminarians who participate in this apostolate serve primarily American pilgrims to Rome by offering assistance and information to Vatican visitors and by offering guided tours of St. Peter’s Basilica.

The Visitor’s Center housed at the College’s Casa Santa Maria campus is sponsored and subsidized by the USCCB.  This office is primarily responsible for accommodating the nearly 50,000 American pilgrims who make their way to the Vatican each year.  The Visitor’s Center provides tickets for the Wednesday audiences with the Holy Father.  The seminarians serve as hosts to those who come for their tickets, explain the sequence of events at audiences, answer questions on the etiquette of papal protocol, and relay information or other possible pilgrimage sites in the city.  Additionally, they offer tours of the chapel at the Casa and encourage time for prayer as a means to prepare pilgrims for their encounter with the pope.  

As another arm of this apostolate, NAC seminarians offer visitors a deeper and broader pilgrimage experience to American and English speaking visitor’s to the basilica by facilitating personally guided tours.  More than just a cursory 30 minute visit, the extended tours highlight the artistic, historical, religious and spiritual significance of the basilica from the unique perspective of the faith-life of the seminarian.  It is the hope of the apostolate that the seminarian will bring his own interests and unique personality to the pilgrims offering them a chance to grow spiritually, perhaps even making the whole experience of the pilgrimage a life-altering event.
Scavi Tours – Basilica of St. Peter

Through the martyrdom and burial of Saint Peter, the first Pope, on the Vatican Hill in 64 AD, the Papacy was forever linked with the city of Rome.  In the middle half of the last century, the Vatican began to provide tours that explain the story of Saint Peter’s martyrdom and include a visit through parts of the Scavi (excavations) of the Pagan Necropolis in which Saint Peter was buried.  Seminarians of the North American College have the privilege of leading English-speaking groups through the Scavi.  
Although officially called the Scavi tour, we like to think of it more as a pilgrimage.  From the time of his burial on the Vatican Hill, Christians have made pilgrimages to his tomb despite the danger in the early centuries of being arrested and executed.  We are able to walk with groups on the same pathways taken by those early Christians and we end at the tomb of Peter himself, where we lead the groups in prayer.  Many people who come to the Scavi have their faith renewed and they leave with a greater appreciation for the Papacy.  The apostolate is truly a unique means of evangelization.  
<<<<<<<<<<<<<>>>>>>>>>>>>>
The following apostolates 
are reserved for men in their 3rd & 4th year of theology.
<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

~ Campus Ministry & Preaching ~
American University of Rome
The American University of Rome is an independent institution with 500 students which includes 350 semester abroad students from the U.S.A. and 150 full time students from various countries.  This program includes a weekly Sunday Mass at which the deacon preaches.  Once a week the seminarians offer topical presentations to address theological concerns of interest to the students, and they are available to lead pilgrimage walks.  
Emmanuel School of Mission

This program was founded in 1997.  It is a nine month experience (October to June) of missionary, spiritual, and doctrinal formation.  The program is conducted in English.  Twenty young adults from 20-35 years old participate each year.  They are from various countries throughout the world.  They have daily Mass, and the deacons preach for one of the Masses each week.  The deacons also teach some of the classes on doctrinal or spiritual formation.  

Loyola Rome Center (Chicago)
The Loyola Rome Center is a campus in Rome for up to 200 students to spend either a semester or a year studying abroad.  The seminarians from the North American College lead a Praise and Worship evening of prayer two times a month.  As deacons, they preach during either the Sunday evening or daily Masses.  They also engage the students in conversations about the faith during meals and other gatherings.  
Marymount International School
Marymount is a Catholic School for 800 students in grades K-12.  Classes are in English, and the student body is 50% Italian, 20% American, and 30% from 60 different countries.  
The relationship between Marymount and the North American College is in a developmental phase.  Seminarians began to be involved in the program at Marymount beginning in the fall of 2004.  Currently, seminarians spend the first part of the school year by observing several grade levels in order to learn about the teaching methods for different age groups.  Throughout the remainder of the year, the men are associated with one particular class, and they help teach as well as interact with the students.  
Notre Dame

The University of Notre Dame each year sends a group of Architecture students who complete a full year of courses here in Rome.  As part of this program, students from the North American College assist in their Catechetical formation.  This program includes a weekly Sunday liturgy preceded by Confession and Penance services during the major Liturgical seasons of Advent and Lent.  In addition, North American College seminarians will be available to lead Notre Dame students around Rome on various pilgrimage walks, in the spirit of Saint Philip Neri. 
When not on our feet, Wednesday evenings will be set aside for informal “Q & A
Sessions” or prepared topical presentations by one or all team members assigned for that particular evening to address those theological concerns most on the student's minds.  Also, weekends will be divided between the aforementioned pilgrimages and eating or video gatherings to further discuss any related spiritual and theological questions.  Fathers Michael Osborne and Andrew Baker are the chaplains and provide supervision for the work of the seminarians.  They also teach an accredited Theology Class for the Notre Dame students.
Saint Mary’s College

Saint Mary’s College in Notre Dame, Indiana, a prestigious four-year Liberal Arts college for women, offers many study abroad programs throughout Europe, one of which is located in Central Rome.  For the past fifteen years, a group of deacons and third year seminarians at the North American College have served the students and faculty of Saint Mary’s-Rome Campus as campus ministers. There are two main activities that the seminarians coordinate for the students on a regular basis throughout the year:  Mass two times per week (Wednesday and Sunday evenings) and a weekly discussion group held on Monday evenings.  The faculty of Saint Mary’s also encourages the campus ministers to dine with the students at their residence at least once a week.  

University of Dallas Campus at Rome
The University of Dallas Apostolate is an opportunity for some men of Third Theology and deacons of Fourth Theology to assist the Rome Campus Chaplain in his ministry to students who are in a semester abroad program here in the Eternal City.  This means that one night a week the seminarians journey to the University Campus off the Via Appia Nuova and assist at Holy Mass with the students; the deacons are asked to prepare a homily and serve as deacon at Mass.  Then they share in a meal with the students.  This is followed by “Dead Theologians’ Society.”  It is a discussion period on theological, spiritual, moral, and vocational topics.  There are also other opportunities for the seminarians to be with the students of the Apostolate, for instance, when they are invited to sporting activities on our Campo Sportivo followed by a cookout. 
University of St. Thomas Apostolate

The University of St. Thomas is a diocesan Catholic college in St. Paul, Minnesota.  The college is well known for its Catholic Studies program.  As a part of that program students have the opportunity to study abroad for a semester at the Bernardi Campus of the University of St. Thomas situated in Rome.  Most, if not all, of the students at the Bernardi Campus are Catholic Studies majors or minors, and some are college seminarians at the St. John Vianney Seminary, part of the University of St. Thomas.  While here in Rome, they attend classes at the Pontifical University of St. Thomas (Angelicum.)
Throughout the semester the students are also expected to participate in a number of in-house activities coordinated by the house manager and the priest chaplain, Fr. Andrew Cuzzens, a priest of the Archdiocese of St. Paul and Minneapolis in residence at the Casa Santa Maria, the graduate house of studies for the North American College.  
Each Wednesday night there is Mass at 6:30 p.m., followed by a short presentation, covering such topics as the Eucharist, confession, and Christian friendship, and finally a "family style" dinner, during which the night's topic is discussed in greater depth.  These Wednesday nights are where the seminarians of the North American College come in.  Every other week (alternating with the priest chaplain), the deacon from the NAC preaches for the Mass, and the NAC seminarians give the presentation and lead the discussion of the night's topic.  
Periodically, there are other opportunities for service to the students of the apostolate, such as facilitating small group discussions for their semester retreat, day-trips to Assisi or Sienna, or Rome tours and seven-church walks.  We also try to invite the students up to the North American College once or twice a semester to celebrate the Sunday Liturgy with us and join us for lunch.  The apostolate provides an excellent opportunity for young adult ministry, preaching, and catechesis, and is an excellent model for what a Catholic studies program can be.    
Catholic University of America

This apostolate in new for the Fall of 2007.  It should follow the pattern of the other university apostolates, but particular information will be made appear here as it becomes available.
~ Parish Ministry & Preaching ~
Mission for Latin American Immigrants in Rome

In light of the great pastoral needs for immigrants, which in a special way are being experienced in American parishes, we have the opportunity to serve not only a group of immigrants but a Hispanic population that is mostly Catholic in Rome.  Don Antonio Guidolin, C.S. (Scalabriniani) is the priest in charge of this ministry under the “Vicariato di Roma” and Cardinal Ruini directly promotes it.  
In Rome there are an estimated 60,000 Hispanic immigrants.   Through the ministerial outreach coordinated by Don Guidolin contact has been established with 7,000 Hispanic immigrants.  Ministry is coordinated by different Centers, which are churches who give them the space and time to meet.  They have 17 Latin-American Centers assigned to different nationalities like Costa Rica, Perú, Dominican Republic, Haiti, Ecuador, El Salvador, etc.  Each one has the celebration of sacraments and liturgies, catechism, mission work, language classes (English & Italian), etc.  Usually they meet on Sundays or Thursdays.  
One of their greatest concerns is the number of immigrants lost in drugs and prostitution.  Their re-organization seeks to reach out to those people through a solid formation of the committed ones and getting an official parish in the center of Rome as the Latin-American Parish.
This is an opportunity for seminarians to help immigrants and also to be formed as a man of charity.  A seminarian meets with one of these communities once a week for two hours.  The specific tasks are decided on site: liturgical assignments, reflections, catechesis (adults or children), language classes, Confirmation, missionary tasks, etc.  There is a broad experience of pastoral needs that will depend on the Center assigned.
NSA Naples

The Naples apostolate provides men with the opportunity to minister to fellow Americans.  Not ordinary Americans, but those who are serving our country in the military.  The families and individuals on the base know what it is like to leave everything behind and go on a mission greater than themselves.  Those in the apostolate quickly find that they are almost overwhelmed with gracious hospitality and are welcomed as brothers into countless families.  It is the families that are the heart of this apostolate.  In Naples the men stay with host families on Saturday evenings.  The time spent with the host family is always a very enriching and rewarding experience.  It provides the opportunity to discuss one’s own vocation and faith, and also to hear other people’s life journey. 

The Fourth Year Deacons have the opportunity to preach during the weekend; and the Third Year Men assist as Eucharistic ministers during the Mass. Before receiving the Sacrament of Confirmation, some of the men are invited to give reflections and assist the Naples’ Confirmation team during the three-day retreat. The experience of this retreat had helped reinforced the young adult to become actively involved in their final initiation into the Catholic faith. The men who leave the retreat are honored and humbled as they witness the Holy Spirit working through them. 

The Third Year Men in the apostolate help out with Adult Education or Confirmation depending on where there is a need.  The Fourth Year Deacons teach RCIA and preach for the three weekend Masses.  On the scheduled weekends two deacons and two third year seminarian travel to Naples by car; normally they leave Saturday afternoon and return Sunday evening.   Each seminarian goes down about six to seven times throughout the year.
Santa Susanna – The American Parish in Rome
Five men from the North American College participate in the religious education program of Santa Susanna, the American church in Rome.  Seminarians teach classes of sacramental preparation for First Communion and Confirmation students.  The deacons of the apostolate preach at both weekday Masses and on certain weekends, and they serve liturgically at the Sunday Masses of the parish.
In addition, two deacons lead an Adult Bible Study on Tuesday evenings, and they take turns preaching at the 6:00 PM Tuesday Mass.  
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